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_ v COMMENT'S ON ETHNIC COMPOSITION AND ATTITUDES OF THE POPULATION OF SIMATRA

The original native populations of the areas being considered in this
- memorendum sre all basically of Malgysien origin.

Sumatra's racisl composition has been perhaps the least influerced by
infiuvx of other population groups. The basic native composition of
Sumstra's population includes major ethnic groups classified by anthropologlsts
&8s Coastal Malsy, Minangkebeu, Batak, At jehnese, the Red jang-Lampong group,
and Niessens, in addition to nwmerous minor groups. Numbers and significant
characteristics of these groups &re shown on the attached table.

Java's native racisl composition, including Javanese, Sundanesz, and
Madurese, forms by far the largest, numerically, of the groups being
considered here, but it has been more strongly influenced then Sumetra
by outside population groups as & result of more far reaching econonic
_ development by the Dutch during the colonisl reriod and by s more aztive.
gg and influentiel Chinese merchent and commercisl class. Numerous rejorts
7 : indicate, however, that much of the Chinese propulstion has been raiier
thoroughly "Indonesianized" insofar as political feelings are concerned.

Appraissl of popular'feeling in Sumatrs towerd Jsve as comparai with
that tovard Malsye is difficult. Javanese end Sundanese immigrants to
CZ) Sumatre, ss a result. of the Govermment's transmigration brogram snd of
i recruitment for work on rubber snd tobaceo estates, have had difficuliy
in edjusting to the Sumstren enviromment -~ both Physical snd eultw-al,
Reports of open hostility between Bataks and Javanese in northesst Sumatra,
for example, suggest sntagonism between the two cultures. Most sowszes
R " indicate strong distrust and suspicion on the part of the major etivnic
groups in the interior of Sumatra toward sll outsiders. Feelings o
loyalty to a Jave-based central goverrment nre not strong. On the other
hand, etimic Malays occupying major aress on Sumatre's east coast have
bistorically hsd fairly close contacts with the Maley Peninsuls end may
be considered to provide a culturel tie between the two areas.

g Except for Javanese immigrents in South Sumstva and in the viciaisy

= of Medan, there gppesrs no strong resson to conclude that the popuviaiion

- of Sumatras would not have as strong or possibly even stronger ethnic,
linguistic, religious, and economic ties with Melaya than it has had
with Java. :

Furthermore, it should be noted that Sunatra’s overvhelmingly
Malaysian population would more than offset Singapore’s Chinese mejority
in eany possible Malaya-Singapore~Sumatre, political union.
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